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IN MEMORIAM — JOHN GREGORY BOURKE. 

It is with a sad heart that the editor of this Journal has done his 
part in the preparation of the present number. After the first article 
had been put into type, but before the proof had been transmitted 
to its author, was received the unexpected tidings of the death of 
the President of the American Folk-Lore Society. The acquaint- 
ances of Captain Bourke will well understand how regret for the loss 
of an invaluable coadjutor has been increased by personal sorrow for 
the departure of a friend. The event seemed the harder to accept, 
inasmuch as after a busy life Captain Bourke looked forward to free 
hours, which he hoped to pass in scientific pursuits. Men of leisure, 
having intelligent ambition and possessing knowledge of the world, 
are few in America ; and his services would have been precious to 
this Society, as to every other cause in which he took an interest. 
Of late the slender ranks of American ethnologists and students of 
folk-lore have been impoverished faster than recruited ; it is hard to 
lose in one year J. Owen Dorsey and in the next John G. Bourke. 
The energy and ardent intellectual interest of Captain Bourke, and 
the manner in which he atoned for the disadvantages of early want 
of opportunity, make his career an example to persons of like tastes 
who may have to contend with similar difficulties. So much for a 
tribute of personal regard ; the story of Captain Bourke's life will be 
told by one who is better able to recount its details. — W. W. N. 

Captain John Gregory Bourke, who died at the Polyclinic Hos- 
pital, Philadelphia, on June 8, was born at Philadelphia in 1843. 
When nineteen years of age he entered Company E and afterward 
Company D of the famous 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry in the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, as a private, serving from August 12, 
1862, to July 6, 1865, when he was honorably mustered out, later 
being awarded a medal of honor for gallantry at the battle of Stone 
River, Tennessee, in December, 1862. On the recommendation of 
Gen. George H. Thomas, he was appointed a cadet in the United 
States Military Academy, October 17, 1865, and was graduated June 
15, 1869, becoming second lieutenant, Third United States Cavalry. 

He joined his regiment September 29, 1869, and served with it at 
Fort Craig, New Mexico, to February 19, 1870; at Camp Grant, 
Arizona, to July 21, 1870, and in the field in Arizona, operating 
against hostile Indians, to August 15, 1871, being engaged in action 
near Pinal Creek, July, 1870. Was aide-de-camp to General Crook, 
August 15, 1871, to March 3, 1883; also acting assistant adjutant- 
general of troops in the field during operations against hostile Indi- 
ans in 1872 and 1873, being in action at the summit of the Sierra 
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Ancha, December 15, 1872; Salt River Canon, December 28, 1872; 
Superstition Mountains, January 16, 1873, and with Tonto Apaches, 
February and March, 1873. In Orders No. 14, Headquarters Depart- 
ment of Arizona, April 9, 1873, he was specially mentioned for dis- 
tinguished gallantry in these and other affairs. Bourke's friendship 
and loyalty toward Crook during their ten years' association on 
the frontier were unbounded, and the famous general had unlimited 
confidence in his gallant aid. In the words of General Stanton, 
Bourke's courage and gallantry were bywords in the army, and 
his service ought to have had a greater reward. His copious notes 
were in constant demand by Crook, who often referred to them 
as to time and place of events in his campaign. He was acting 
engineer officer, Department of Arizona, July 1, 1873, to March 22, 
1875 ; also acting assistant adjutant-general of the same department, 
October 23, 1873, to June 9, 1874 ; was with the expedition to explore 
the Black Hills, Dakota, in June and July, 1875 ; was promoted to 
first lieutenant, May 17, 1876; was acting assistant adjutant-general 
of troops in the field on the Big Horn and Yellowstone and of the 
Powder River expeditions in Wyoming, May, 1876, to January, 1877, 
being engaged in the actions with Sioux Indians at Crazy Horse Vil- 
lage, March 17; Tongue River, June 9; Rosebud Creek, June 17; 
Slim Buttes, September 9 ; and Willow Creek, Wyo., November 25, 
1879. 

He participated in the campaign against Nez Perce Indians, Sep- 
tember to November, 1 8yy ; was with Major Thornburgh's command 
in pursuit of hostile Cheyennes in the sand-hills of Nebraska and 
Dakota, September and October, 1878; with the advance of General 
Merritt's command, marching to the rescue of Major Thornburgh's 
command, on Milk River, Colo., September, 1879; and on the Yel- 
lowstone expedition, August and September, 1880. He was pro- 
moted to captain on the 26th of June, 1882 ; acting assistant adju- 
tant-general of troops in the field operating against hostile Indians 
and on General Crook's expedition into the Sierra Madre, Mexico, 
in pursuit of hostile Apache Indians, April 6 to June 26, 1883 ; act- 
ing aide-de-camp to General Crook, March 24, 1884, to June 25, 1884 ; 
also acting assistant adjutant-general, Department of Arizona, March 
24 to June 17, 1884, and acting assistant inspector-general to the 
same department, August 15, 1884, to June 25, 1885 ; with troop at 
Camp Rice, Texas, to September 18, 1885. In recognition of his 
gallant services in the Apache campaigns of 1872-73, Bourke was 
tendered the brevet rank of captain, on February 27, 1890 ; 
and for gallantry on the attack on the Indians on Powder River, 
Wyoming, March 17, 1876, and in the action on Rosebud Creek, 
June 17 of that year, the brevet rank of major was offered at the 
same time. Both of these honors, however, were declined. 
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While Bourke became famous as an Indian fighter, his broad 
knowledge of the habits and customs and mode of thought of the red 
men fostered a sympathy for the American savage that tempered 
what many times might have proved the extermination of a predatory 
band. His intimate acquaintance with the inner life of the Indian 
was early recognized by the War Department. From December, 
1880, to February, 1881, he was recorder of the Ponca Indian com- 
mission, and from April of the latter year until June, 1882, he was 
assigned, under the orders of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, to the 
special duty of investigating the manners and customs of the Pueblo, 
Apache, and Navaho Indians. His work on the " Snake Dance of 
the Moquis of Arizona" was the outcome of part of this research, 
and formed the first scientific contribution to that celebrated cere- 
mony. After taking a prominent part in the expedition which led 
to the surrender of Geronimo and his band of Apache renegades in 
the Canon de los Embudos, Sonora, Mexico, March 26, 1886, Cap- 
tain Bourke was ordered to Washington for the purpose of elaborat- 
ing his voluminous notes obtained during many years of contact with 
the Indians, which work was continued until April, 1891. Not con- 
tent with a mere collation of his material regarding the tribes with 
which he was most familiar, Bourke spent many months during his 
sojourn at the capital in its vast libraries, for the purpose of record- 
ing similar and parallel customs of other primitive peoples through- 
out the world, and the results of this research were greater than one 
could ever hope to publish during a lifetime. A suggestion of the 
completeness of this work may be gained from the " Medicine-Men 
of the Apache," in the ninth annual report of the Bureau of Ethnol- 
ogy, which has been highly commended and widely quoted. 

Captain Bourke's interest in the rites of ordure of primitive peo- 
ples was first aroused at Zufii in 1881, during a ceremony of the 
Newekwe priests of that pueblo, and the results of his observations 
on that occasion were published in a pamphlet distributed among a 
limited number of students. A continuation of his researches along 
this line led to the publication of his noteworthy " Scatalogic Rites 
of all Nations," Washington, 1891. 

After rendering material aid to the Pan-American Congress, to 
which duty he was detailed by reason of his efficient knowledge of 
the Spanish language, Captain Bourke rejoined his regiment on 
April 9, 1891, and commanded his troop at Fort Mcintosh, Texas, 
to May 14th of that year, and the troop and post at Fort Ringgold, 
Texas, being frequently in the field in the operations against Garza's 
band of marauders of the Rio Grande frontier, to March 3, 1893. 
This wary bandit was so closely pressed on one occasion by Bourke 
and his hardy troopers that his saddle and personal diary were cap- 
tured and deposited in the National Museum, of which Bourke was a 
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valued collaborator and a constant contributor. Among the many 
other collections in that institution bearing his name is the necklace 
of human fingers taken during the raid of the allied Sioux and Chey- 
enne in Wyoming and Montana in the winter of 1 876-1 877, which 
resulted in the surrender of 4,500 natives at Red Cloud and Spotted 
Tail agencies in the early spring of the latter year. 

During the World's Columbian Exposition Captain Bourke's know- 
ledge of the Spanish language and of Spanish institutions was again 
called into requisition by his assignment to duty with the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs, in charge of the Convent of La Rabida. 
From November, 1893, to July 8, 1894, he commanded his troop at 
Fort Riley, Kansas ; and was an active participant against the rail- 
road strikers at Chicago in the autumn of 1894. He was ordered 
to Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont, his last post of active duty, in the 
autumn of that year, after having faithfully and bravely served his 
country in every quarter of its domain. 

Captain Bourke was a frequent contributor to periodical scientific 
literature, particularly to the organs of the Anthropological Society 
of Washington, of which he was a Councillor during his residence 
in Washington, and of the American Folk-Lore Society, of which 
he was elected President in December last. The most frequently 
quoted of Captain Bourke's periodical contributions are : " Folk-Lore 
Concerning Arrows ; " "Vesper Hours of the Stone Age ; " " Primi- 
tive Distillation among the Tarascoes ; " " Distillation by Early 
American Indians ; " " The Laws of Spain in their Application to 
the American Indians ; " " Notes on the Cosmogony and Theogony 
of the Mojave Indians ; " " The Gentile Organization of the Apa- 
ches ; " " The Miracle-Play of the Rio Grande ; " " The Folk-Foods 
of the Rio Grande Valley and of Northern Mexico ;" and " Popular 
Medicine, Customs, and Superstitions of the Rio Grande." 

In addition to his membership in the above-named societies, Cap- 
tain Bourke was a fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and a member of the Congres des Ame>i- 
canistes and of the Victoria Institute of Great Britain. 

Captain Bourke's exceptional versatility, the product of a wide 
and varied experience, with a powerful force of expression and an 
extraordinary sense of humor, made him a most genial companion 
and gives even additional zest to his extra-scientific productions, 
" An Apache Campaign," " On the Border with Crook," and " Mac- 
kenzie's Last Fight with the Cheyennes." 

In the death of John Gregory Bourke anthropology has lost an 
indefatigable investigator, American literature a vivacious contribu- 
tor, and the army of the United States a courageous soldier. 

F. W. Hodge. 
Washington, June, 1896. 



